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What is being offered is not, in older terms, a programme of distinct units
with particular insertions, but a planned flow, in which the true series is not
the published sequence of programme items but this sequence transformed
by the inclusion of another kind of sequence, so that these sequences together

compose the real flow, the real ‘broadcasting’. (90)
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energy to get out of the chair, and many programmes are made with this situation in mind: the
grabbing of attention in the early moments; “the reiterated promise of exciting things to come,
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You see what is coming. And the rear view mirror is the foreseeable future.
It is not the past at all. The title, the phrase “rear view mirror” appears to
distort the situation. Most people think of it instinctively from the sound of
the phrase, “It must be the past.” In terms of media, of course, the thing that
occupies the foreground in terms of the rear view mirror is nostalgia [...]
Nostalgia is a kind of rear view mirror if you like, but it’s also the shape of
things to come. When people have been stripped of their private identities,
they develop huge nostalgia. And, nostalgia for the jeans and Levis of the
young today are nostalgia for granddad’s overalls. His work clothes now
become the latest costume. But this is a rather mysterious thing. The costumes
worn by the young are really very old hat. Nostalgic. And someone called
it “international motley,” that the costumes worn by young people today
are a kind of “international motley” or “clown” costume. Paradoxically, a
clown is a person with a grievance. His role in medieval society was to be
the voice of grievance. The clown’s job was to tell the emperor or royalty
exactly what was wrong with society. He often lost his head in the process.
The clown — the international motley of our time — is trying to tell us his
grievance. The beards and the hairdos and the costumes of the young are a
manifestation of grievance, and anger.
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In the last scene of the movie we find Watanabe alone in the new children’s
park, swinging. It is late at night; snow is softly falling. His face is sufficed
with joy as he sings a haunting melody. (Young-Mason51-52)
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Why not clear off his desk, push a form through the system
to build a playground with a swing that he’s too old

to enjoy fully? His dilemma is either an opportunity or a
final prayer, and he realizes there’s no choice there at all.
Why not sit on the swing under falling snow

and sing a song about the brevity of life

for the children making footprints behind him,

though the footprints will melt with the morning sun?
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This is an X-ray picture of a stomach; it belongs to the man this story is
about. Symptoms of cancer are there but he doesn’t yet know anything about
it. This is the main character of our story, but he’s not very interesting yet.
He’s just passing the time, wasting it, rather. It would be difficult to say that

he is really alive.?
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The hero of our story has now been absent for about two weeks, and during
this time, naturally, various rumors, various surmises have been repeated.
All of these came to the single conclusion that Mr. Watanabe had been
behaving very foolishly. Yet, to Watanabe, these same actions were the most
meaningful of his entire life.
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